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Many early anatomical illustrations were works of art, and this standard was
extended to museum specimens, reaching a high degree of excellence in the
preparations, or "cabinets," of the Dutch anatomist Frederik Ruysch (1638-
1731), as illustrated above. Skeletons, organs, calculi, and above all, blood-
vessels injected with a coloured solidifying1 fluid, were grouped together in an
indiscriminate and often grotesque fashion (page 194)